
Ross Township Commissioners Meeting 
1000 Ross Municipal Drive 

Pittsburgh, PA  15237 
August 17, 2015 

7:47 p.m. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:   Grant Montgomery, David J. Mikec, 
Paul Trilli, Jeremy Shaffer, John Sponcer, Daniel L. DeMarco, 
Stephen Korbel and Grace Stanko 
 
ABSENT:  Lana Mazur  
 
SOLICITOR:  Bonnie Brimmeier, Esq. 
 
TOWNSHIP MANAGER:  Douglas Sample  
 
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT/ZONING 
ADMINISTRATOR:  Dominic Rickert 
 

Pledge of Allegiance/Invocation 
 
PRESENTATION OF PLAQUE: 
 

Eagle Scout – Michael Belack 
 
 Commissioner Korbel presented a plaque to Matthew Belack 
for attaining the highest rank in Scouting, Eagle Scout.  For his 
project, Matthew stated they installed a lighting unit outside of the 
chapel at Berkeley Hills Lutheran Church where his troop, Troop 181, 
meets.  They also installed four pathway lights and one floodlight over 
the area and two outlets and an outdoor timer. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS - None 
     
PETITIONS AND COMPLAINTS: 
 
Mary Peluso, 117 Upper Arrowhead Road and others –  
Re:  Problems caused by water on the road 
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 Ms. Mary Peluso, 117 Upper Arrowhead Road, Pittsburgh, PA  
15237, addressed the Board regarding water issues on Upper 
Arrowhead Road.  Ms. Christine Zimmick, 121 Lower Arrowhead, and 
Mr. Kyle Stover, 129 Lower Arrowhead, were also present.   
Ms. Peluso addressed difficulties with West View Water in getting 
public water on their street and asked the Board’s assistance.  They 
currently have well water that recently tested for bacteria and E. coli. 
 
 Ms. Brimmeier commented as follows: 
 
 MS. BRIMMEIER:  "I'm the solicitor, ma'am.  Unfortunately, the 
township really is not the agency that you need to be dealing with.  
We don't have the jurisdiction over the waterlines.  It's West View 
Water Authority.  And they are correct in what they told you.  If you 
want a line extended, they have the authority under the law to assess 
you for the cost.  And there are different ways that they could do that.  
Other than that, there is really nothing the township can do. 
 MS. PELUSO:  "Okay.  Well, I don't understand -- you know, 
there is a map in what I handed you, also, that shows that half the 
neighborhood has water.  All of Lower Arrowhead has water.  And 
two residents on Upper Arrowhead have water.  And then like six of 
us don't have water.  So I feel that a precedent has been set in giving 
the residents of the Arrowhead neighborhood water.  

MS. BRIMMEIER:  "Again, but it's not a township issue.  This is 
why you need to go to West View Water Authority.  It is up to them.  I 
have no idea.  Maybe the residents there paid to have that water 
installed or maybe when their houses were built whoever -- the 
developer paid to have it done.  I don't know.  But all I can tell you is 
that we don't get into that business, and there is nothing we can do to 
force West View Water to do anything.  I think that's the entity that 
you need to be speaking with. 

MS. ZIMMICK:  "May I speak?  I did speak with West View 
Water.  And, for instance, my neighbor who is right beside me at 123 
has a waterline across Babcock and connects right onto Babcock 
Boulevard, but they are not allowing me to do the same right next 
door.  

MS. BRIMMEIER:  "Well, if it's your neighbor's waterline that 
they put in, they don't have to allow you to. 
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MS. ZIMMICK:  "No.  They will not allow me to pay them to put 
in a waterline.  They are not allowing us on Arrowhead to tap into the 
main water system.  They will not let us.  

MS. BRIMMEIER:  "I can't comment without having more 
specifics.  But, again, it's not our issue.  You need to go to West View 
Water.  Just so you understand, if the neighbor put that line in, they 
don't have to allow you to connect to their line." 

 
Following discussion, Ms. Brimmeier commented further as 

follows: 
 
MS. BRIMMEIER:  "I can't give you legal advice, but you may 

need to seek legal counsel.  The only thing I can tell you is that we 
have no control over West View, and the county has jurisdiction over 
the septic system.  So you may want to get in touch with them.   

MS. PELUSO:  "I'm sorry.  What's your position with the 
township?   

MS. BRIMMEIER:  “I'm the attorney for the township. 
MS. PELUSO:  "Well, I have spoken with a lawyer; and he feels 

that there probably is a viable case on this.  But I really didn't want to 
take that course of action.  

MS. BRIMMEIER:  "I understand. 
MS. PELUSO:  "That's why we're here to make the situation 

known and to ask for help.  
MS. BRIMMEIER:  "If you're willing to put lines in, there is no 

reason why West View wouldn't, unless there is a limitation on taps.  
You have to explore that with them.  I don't know.  I can't speak for 
them." 

 
Commissioner Shaffer inquired if they would like to have the 

township write a letter to West View Water asking them to help.   
Ms. Peluso stated they would appreciate any assistance.   
 
RESOLUTIONS TO BE ADOPTED: 
 
Resolution No. 2180 – Amending Resolution No. 2172, 
Compensation for Director of Community Development and 
Chief Inspector/Building Code Official 
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 Motion to approve made by Commissioner Korbel and 
seconded by Commissioner Trilli. 
 

Motion passes – 8 to 0 
 

ORDINANCES TO BE INTRODUCED - None 
 
ORDINANCES TO BE ENACTED: 
 
Ordinance No. 2357 – Vacating the southerly half of Millvale 
Avenue, made a part hereof and marked as Exhibit A, is hereby 
vacated. 
 
 Motion to enact made by Commissioner Korbel and 
seconded by Commissioner DeMarco. 
 

Motion passes – 8 to 0 
 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Approval of Minutes – July 20, 2015, and August 3, 2015  

 
Payment of Bills and Financial Reports 
 
 Motion to approve, with Check No. 1295 being pulled, made 
by Commissioner Trilli and seconded by Commissioner 
DeMarco. 
 
 Commissioner Shaffer stated he wanted some clarification 
regarding the list regarding the Bellevue Pool passes and the names 
on the list.   
 

Motion passes – 8 to 0  
 

PLANNING COMMISSION: 
 
S-15-9 – Regis Mannke requesting Subdivision approval to 
consolidate two lots into one lot on vacant property located at 
4511 Nelson Run Road in a C-1 Zoning District of the 7th Ward. 
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 Mr. Doug Tait, Tait Engineering, 908 Perry Highway, Pittsburgh, 
PA  15229, was present on behalf of the applicant.  Mr. Regis 
Mannke, 100 Park Manor Drive, Pittsburgh, PA  15205, was present.  
Mr. Rickert gave the reading as follows: 
 
 MR. RICKERT:  "This is consolidation of two vacant parcels into 
one.  The Planning Commission reviewed the plans for the above-
referenced project on June 25, 2015.  The plan was recommended 
for final approval with final approval to be granted upon meeting the 
conditions per Gateway's review letter dated June 19, 2015, and the 
Township review letter dated June 30, 2015.  The applicant has 
submitted revised plans which were received on July 16, 2015, and 
found the new revised plans to be in compliance with all previous 
comments as noted in Gateway’s review letter dated July 22, 2015." 
 
 Mr. Tait described the property in detail.  He stated the request 
is basically for the consolidation of two lots.  Upon inquiry by 
Commissioner Mikec, Mr. Tait stated the property is zoned C-1.  The 
township line was discussed.   
  
 Motion to approve made by Commissioner DeMarco and 
seconded by Commissioner Mikec. 
 

Motion passes – 8 to 0 
 

SP-15-5 – Regis Mannke requesting Site Plan approval to 
construct a one-story commercial car dealership building and 
associated customer parking lot, car display areas and utility 
installation on property located at 4511 Nelson Run Road in a  
C-1 Zoning District of the 7th Ward. 
 

Mr. Doug Tait, Tait Engineering, 908 Perry Highway, Pittsburgh, 
PA  15229, was present on behalf of the applicant.  Mr. Regis 
Mannke, 100 Park Manor Drive, Pittsburgh, PA  15205, was present.   
Mr. Tait described the request in detail.  He had a letter from the 
traffic engineer, who went and looked at the sight distance and 
verified there was enough.  There is actually over 600 feet of sight 
distance, and only 400 feet is required.  There will only be a right turn 
in and right turn out.  The driveway in the back is for employees only.  
The building will have a McKnight Road entrance.  The building will 
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be a one-story masonry building.  Parking was discussed as well as 
the construction of a detention pond.   
 
 The number of cars to be located on the lot was discussed in 
detail.  Mr. Tait stated they would prefer to have a certain spacing 
designated between cars rather than a limit on the number of cars.  
The suggestion was two and a half feet between cars.  Spacing was 
discussed in detail.  Mr. Rickert gave the reading as follows: 
  

MR. RICKERT:   "Preliminary and Final Site Plan approval for 
the construction of a used car dealership in accordance with the 
variance to Section 27-906.P(1)(b) as granted by the Zoning Hearing 
Board on October 8, 2014.  The Planning Commission reviewed the 
plans for the above-referenced project on July 23, 2015, and 
recommended Preliminary Conditional and Final Conditional approval 
subject to the conditions as noted in the review comments by 
Gateway Engineers and summarized in the memorandum to the 
Board from myself.  It's kind of a long list." 

 
The Planning Commission recommended having a fixed 

number of cars.  Mr. Tait stated they preferred a fixed spacing.   
Ms. Brimmeier commented as follows: 

 
MS. BRIMMEIER:  "The discussion at the Planning 

Commission was they were concerned that they didn't want it to 
become overloaded with cars.  And so the way that they came up 
with suggesting that it be dealt with was to limit the number of cars.  
And that would be something that this Board could do.  

 “You could also -- this is a suggestion that they are now 
proposing that was not addressed by the Planning Commission.  It 
doesn't have to be.  This Board could use its discretion either way.  
Or you can even say we're not going to have any limits on it.  That's 
just the recommendation from the Planning Commission.   

“I think that their thoughts should be taken into consideration.  
They had a great deal of discussion about it.  But you can handle that 
in whatever manner you wish." 

 
Discussion ensued regarding the size and number of cars.  

Upon inquiry, Mr. Tait indicated he could not give a number of cars 
that could be put on the lot.  Upon inquiry by Commissioner Korbel, 
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Mr. Tait stated his client owned the car lot on Camp Horne Road.  
Commissioner Korbel indicated that lot was pretty tight with cars and 
that he would not like that in Ross Township.   

 
Commissioner Mikec expressed concern over the driveway on 

Nelson Run Road.  Mr. Tait stated there will be no car carriers 
delivering cars.  Mr. Mannke stated he hasn’t used a car carrier or 
flatbed in 25 years.  Access was discussed.   

 
Upon inquiry by Commissioner Montgomery on who was going 

to measure the two and a half feet between cars, Mr. Mannke stated 
they have an actual two-by-four that is cut for spacing.  
Commissioner Montgomery questioned how the township would 
regulate that.  Mr. Mannke stated he did not know how to answer the 
question.   

 
Commissioner Shaffer brought up the subject of sidewalks.   

Mr. Mannke stated he felt a sidewalk would be dangerous, because it 
would not connect to anything.  Ms. Brimmeier commented further as 
follows: 
 
 MS. BRIMMEIER:  "I would just like to address this procedurally 
so the Board is clear.  If this parking is an issue and you would like to 
see additional numbers or drawings that show the number of spaces 
X-feet apart or the maximum number of spaces or -- if you want any 
more information, you can also request that this evening to be 
submitted; and this would carry on to your next meeting.  So that's 
another option that you have." 
 
 Commissioner Sponcer commented that there is no actual 
driveway that runs through the property currently.  Based on  
Ms. Brimmeier’s comments, Commissioner DeMarco stated he would 
like more information.     
 
 Commissioner Montgomery inquired as to the size of the 
McKnight lot compared to the Camp Horne lot.  Mr. Mannke stated 
the McKnight lot is smaller.  Upon inquiry by Commissioner 
Montgomery as to how many cars are at Camp Horner, Mr. Mannke 
stated he did not know the number, but that it was over 100.   
Mr. Mannke stated there would be less cars on McKnight. 
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 Motion to table made by Commissioner DeMarco and 
seconded by Commissioner Stanko. 
 
 Ms. Brimmeier commented further as follows: 
 
 MS. BRIMMEIER:  "What I would suggest, if you're going to 
table, is that you give direction on what -- for example, if you want a 
drawing that shows 50 spaces." 
 
 Commissioner DeMarco stated he would like some sort of 
schematic showing exactly how many cars would be placed on the 
lot.  Mr. Mannke stated he wants to follow the same guidelines as 
North Hills Toyota.  Commissioner Montgomery requested  
Mr. Mannke provide a number of cars that could be placed on the lot 
using current standards. 
 
 Motion amended to include specifics as discussed. 
 

Motion passes – 7 to 1 
Commissioner Mikec voting in the negative 

 
 Upon inquiry by Commissioner Shaffer if there was a certain 
window of time to move on the matter, Ms. Brimmeier commented as 
follows: 
 
 MS. BRIMMEIER:  "Once the hearing is concluded.  What has 
happened tonight is you've extended the hearing.  We can ask the 
candidate on the record to agree that you're going to submit this 
information and that you will agree to suspend any of the time 
limitations that would normally be required to issue an opinion."   
 
 Mr. Mannke was in agreement. 

 
PLANNING/ZONING DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
Request Board approve the Director of Community Development 
job description. 
 
 Motion to approve made by Commissioner Korbel and 
seconded by Commissioner Trilli. 
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Motion passes – 8 to 0 
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT - None 
 
RECREATION COMMITTEE REPORT: 

 
Request Board motion to approve the agreement between Ross 
Township and W. L. Roenigk, Inc., to provide the senior 
shopping shuttle. 
 
 Motion to approve made by Commissioner Shaffer and 
seconded by Commissioner Sponcer. 
 

Motion passes – 8 to 0 
 

 Mrs. Colleen Gaughan, 151 Hilands Place, Pittsburgh, PA  
15237, addressed the Board regarding the 5K and 1 Mile Run/Walk 
that was held at Ross Park Mall directed by Ron Fallert.  She 
indicated there were 100 people that registered and approximately  
85 that qualified and ran.  She also stated that things ran smoothly.   
Mr. Fallert indicated to her that they made enough money that they 
did not need any township support.  Mr. Fallert would be providing a 
full report in the future.   

As part of the walking/biking committee, Ms. Gaughan thanked 
the Board for encouraging the sidewalk ordinance.  She also asked 
that the Board encourage safe walking to bus stops and the 
pedestrian signals. She stated the light at Braunlich and McKnight did 
not give her enough time to cross the road safely.  Ms. Gaughan also 
indicated they had their first community bike ride on July 29th.  They 
rode from the township building down Rochester Road up Three 
Degree and then down McKnight Road.  They will be doing the same 
ride on Wednesday.  They will be meeting at Northway Mall at the old 
Dick’s store.  They are encouraging more walking and riding in Ross 
Township.   
   
ADMINISTRATION/LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT: 

 
Request Board approval for Pay Application No. 1 from Soli 
Construction, Inc., in the amount of $181,449.29 for repair work 
completed between June 1, 2015, and July 2, 2015, for the Ross 
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Township 2015 Sewer Repair Contract A – Excavation Repairs 
as required by the Consent Order. 
 
 Commissioner Stanko stated the request was reviewed by 
Gateway Engineers and approved. 
 
 Motion to approve made by Commissioner Stanko and 
seconded by Commissioner Korbel. 
 

Motion passes – 8 to 0 
 

Request Board approval for Payment No. 1 from Gurtner 
Construction in the amount of $425,002.50 for work on the new 
Public Works and Salt Storage Facility. 
 
 Motion to approve made by Commissioner Stanko and 
seconded by Commissioner Korbel. 
 

Motion passes – 8 to 0 
 

Request Board approval for Pay Application No. 2 and Final from 
State Pipe Services, Inc., in the amount of $7,888.00 for 
retainage from repair work previously completed between  
May 18, 2015, and June 8, 2015, for the Ross Township 2015 
Sewer Repair Contract C – Special Repairs as required by the 
Consent Order. 
 
 Motion to approve made by Commissioner Stanko and 
seconded by Commissioner Korbel. 
 

Motion passes – 8 to 0 
 

Request Board motion to re-advertise the Finance Director 
position. 
 
 Motion to approve made by Commissioner Stanko and 
seconded by Commissioner Korbel. 
 

Motion passes – 8 to 0 
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PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
 Commissioner Mikec stated Public Works is gearing up for the 
second part of the paving program.  There are some scheduling 
issues with West View Water installation on a couple of the roads that 
they are trying to work out so they can get the paving completed. He 
indicated with the dry conditions and a lesser requirement on grass 
cutting that work is being done to get the basin inlets repaired prior to 
the paving program.  The building site is progressing.  He indicated 
they are moving a lot of dirt and that there are dust control issues 
rather than mud issues.   

 
PUBLIC SAFETY/POLICE COMMITTEE REPORT - None 
  

PUBLIC SAFETY/FIRE/FIRE POLICE/EMS COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
 Commissioner Sponcer reported “progress.”  
 
MANAGER’S REPORT - None 
  
COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS: 
 
 Commissioner Shaffer thanked everyone who came out and 
who donated for the 5K/1 Mile Run/Walk.  He stated hopefully they 
will do it again next year. 
 
 Commissioner Trilli stated they had a Movie in the Park at 
Denny Park, which was Star Wars and was well-attended.  He stated 
many people came in costumes.  He congratulated Sebastian 
Celidonia on winning the four Pirate tickets.   
 
 Commissioner Mikec reminded everyone about the educational 
seminars being held at Seven Springs in the end of September.  He 
also requested plans that are submitted to the Planning Commission 
be placed in the packets so they can be reviewed prior to the 
meeting.   
 
 Commissioner Montgomery stated he spoke to Dr. Barkovich at 
the high school, and Dr. Barkovich had indicated there was no bus 
service on Perry Highway to Community College.  Commissioner 
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Sponcer stated that he attended a meeting with Port Authority with 
Commissioner Stanko regarding the matter.  He stated they were 
requested to provide facts and figures.  He was not optimistic.  
Commissioner Stanko indicated they were to have a future meeting 
on the issue.  Commissioner Korbel stated he could work with Dom 
Costa on the matter.   
 
 Commissioner Korbel indicated at the CONNECT meeting that 
they were looking at overflow parking issues on Park 'n Rides.  They 
wanted to know if communities that have Park 'n Rides wanted to 
participate.  Commissioner Korbel stated Dom Costa is on the 
Authority Board and that is something they should be talking about 
and making a concerted effort for.  He suggested putting together a 
working group.  Commissioner Montgomery requested 
Commissioners Sponcer and Stanko reach out to Dr. Barkovich and 
the folks from Community College and anyone else to advise the 
township.   
 
 Commissioner Shaffer stated he had a recycling bin that he 
could give to Mr. Zawoysky after the meeting.   
 
CITIZENS’ COMMENTS: 
 
 Mr. Joe Zawoysky, 123 Fifth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA  15229, 
asked if Commissioner Sponcer was aware of the commissioner’s 
handbook.  Commissioner Sponcer stated he had one.  Per the 
handbook, Mr. Zawoysky stated he sent him a letter.  Commissioner 
Sponcer stated the letter was given to the solicitor.  Mr. Zawoysky 
also discussed stop signs, speed bumps, salaries, an appeal he sent 
to Harrisburg and some Right-to-Know requests he wished to submit.  
He also mentioned road sealing.  

 
Motion to adjourn made by Commissioner DeMarco and 

seconded by Commissioner Sponcer. 
 

Motion passes – 8 to 0 
 

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:53 P.M. 
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Manager/Secretary    President,  

                  Grant Montgomery 
               Ross Township Board of 
       Commissioners 
 

Minutes transcribed by Noreen A. Re, Realtime Court Reporter 


