
Ross Township Commissioners Meeting 
1000 Ross Municipal Drive 

Pittsburgh, PA  15237 
April 6, 2015 

7:30 p.m. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:   Grant Montgomery, David J. Mikec, 
Paul Trilli, Jeremy Shaffer, John Sponcer, Daniel L. DeMarco, 
Stephen Korbel, Grace Stanko and Lana Mazur  
 
ABSENT:  Junior Councilperson Jake Stanton  
 
SOLICITOR:  Bonnie Brimmeier, Esq. 
 
TOWNSHIP MANAGER:  Douglas Sample  
 

Pledge of Allegiance/Invocation 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS – None  
 

PETITIONS AND COMPLAINTS:   
 
Lisa Herbert, 114 Circle Drive - Re:  Swan Acres Park 
 
 Ms. Lisa Herbert, 114 Circle Drive, Pittsburgh, PA  15237, 
addressed the Board regarding the small park they have in Swan 
Acres.  She stated the assessment went from $4,500 to $58,900.  
She described the park and the tax situation in detail.  Ms. Herbert 
indicated they were fighting the assessment of the park.  She 
requested the Board’s help with regard to the taxes so the park can 
be maintained, they can afford the taxes and pay the electric bill and 
keep the park going as it has been since 1951. 
 
 Ms. Brimmeier requested Ms. Herbert’s contact information so 
she can look into the matter.  Ms. Herbert stated they did not receive 
an assessment appeal hearing date as of yet. 
 
 Commissioner Shaffer commented that certain classifications of 
nonprofits pay taxes and others are exempt.  He mentioned Valley 
Brook Swimming Pool did not meet the criteria for being exempt. 
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Commissioner DeMarco stated there is a state statute that deals with 
exemption and nonprofit charitable.     
 
RESOLUTIONS TO BE ADOPTED: 
 
Resolution No. 2168 – Authorizing and submitting the attached 
applications for traffic signal approval to the Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation 
 
 Mr. Sample indicated this is for the timing project along 
McKnight Road.  PennDOT is going to be going out to bid with this in 
the summer, and it should be operational by January-February of 
next year.  There will be no cost to the township. 
 
 Commissioner Shaffer inquired if PennDOT would be taking 
ownership of the traffic controls.  Mr. Sample indicated PennDOT has 
expressed an interest to keep the traffic signals, but right now there is 
nothing concrete.  The responsibility would be on the township.  
Signal boxes are covered for a five-year period. 
 
 Motion to approve made by Commissioner Korbel and 
seconded by Commissioner Mazur. 
 

Motion passes unanimously 
 

Resolution No. 2169 – Conservation and Natural Resources 
Grant in the amount of $35,000.00 from the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources for the Sangree Neighborhood Park Master Site Plan. 
 
 Motion to approve made by Commissioner Korbel and 
seconded by Commissioner Mazur. 
 
 Ms. Peet stated this came directly from the 2012 Ross 
Township Park and Open Space Plan.  The master planning process 
and a feasibility study of adding a splash pad are wrapped together.  
Ms. Peet discussed the grant in detail.  The addition of a splash pad 
was discussed.  Splash pads and their location near swimming pools 
was discussed.  Discussion ensued regarding the feasibility of a 
splash park in the township.  Commissioner Korbel stated the Comp 
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Plan called for a splash park in Sangree Park.  Ms. Peet requested   
the Board to entertain the master planning process grant, which will 
take 18 months and then a location for the splash park could be 
discussed later.   
 

Motion passes – 8 to 1 
Commissioner Mikec voting in the negative 

 
ORDINANCES TO BE INTRODUCED: 
 
Ordinance No. 2351 – Restricting parking from the driveway at 
32 Clarion Drive to the intersection of Simplon Street so that 
Fairview Fire Department and residents have ample room to 
make a safe turn in case of an emergency. 
 

Public hearing to be held on April 20, 2015 
 

 Commissioner DeMarco inquired if the Traffic Advisory Board 
had any recommendations for Stevens Drive.  Commissioner Trilli 
stated he would look into the matter.   
 
Ordinance No. 2353 - Ordinance for the amnesty program for 
payment of delinquent business privilege and delinquent 
mercantile tax pursuant to Act 533. 
 

Public hearing to be held on April 20, 2015 
 
ORDINANCES TO BE ENACTED: 
 
Ordinance No. 2352 – Formal action authorizing the incurrence 
of a  nonelectoral debt by the issuance of General Obligation 
Bonds, in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed 
$12,000,000, in accordance with the Local Government Unit Debt 
Act, as presented by Bond Council. 
 
 Mr. Sean Garin of Dinsmore & Shohl addressed the Board and 
described the need for the ordinance in detail.  He stated there would 
be a savings of at least two percent on the refunding.  They are going 
to do an issue that is no more than $10 million, which will result in a 
project fund of deposit of roughly $7.2 million.   
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 Ms. Sharon Geffel of PNC commented if there are any other 
leases, they have to be done on a taxable basis, because that also 
contemplates that $10 million.  Upon inquiry by Commissioner 
DeMarco as to what leases Ms. Geffel was referring to, Mr. Sample 
commented that the township can only have up to $10 million of debt. 
Between what is being refunded and the $7.2 million for the Public 
Works building gets the township very close to the $10 million.  So 
with the lease of the four police vehicles, it could have the potential 
possibility of pushing the township over the $10 million.  So instead of 
taking those as a nontax lease, it will be a tax lease with minimal 
implications for the township.  Ms. Geffel commented that the bonds 
are much longer, so it would be more advantageous to take all of the 
project at a tax exempt basis. 
 
 Upon inquiry by Commissioner Shaffer, Ms. Geffel indicated the 
length would be 18-20 years.  Mr. Sample stated this was the option 
that the township did not have to put any money into and where the 
bond is actually paid off sooner than if the township put in the          
$1 million.  Interest rates were discussed.  Mr. Sample stated if there 
would be any major fluctuation, he would let the Board know.  Both A 
and B series will be a five-year call, which is standard for most bank 
qualified issues.  The AA rating was maintained, but the outlook was 
modified from stable to positive, which was very good news.   
 

Motion passes unanimously 
 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Approval of Minutes - Monday, March 2 & March 16, 2015 
Monday, March 23, 2015 – Special Meeting 
 
Payment of Bills and Financial Reports  
 
 Motion to approve made by Commissioner Mazur and 
seconded by Commissioner Mikec. 
 

Motion passes unanimously 
  

PLANNING COMMISSION - None 
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PLANNING/ZONING REDEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE REPORT - 
None  

 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT - None 
 
RECREATION COMMITTEE REPORT - None  
   
ADMINISTRATION/LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
Request Board motion to award Shields Asphalt Paving, low 
bidder, the Base Bid and Alternate Bid No. 1 and 2 for the Road 
Paving Program, for a total amount of $1,231,365.30. 
 
 Motion to approve made by Commissioner Stanko and 
seconded by Commissioner Mazur. 
 

Motion passes unanimously  
 

Request Board motion to advertise for Senior Bus RFP. 
 
 Motion to approve made by Commissioner Stanko and 
seconded by Commissioner Mazur. 
 

Motion passes unanimously  
 
Request Board motion to advertise Construction Management 
RFQ. 
 
 Motion to approve made by Commissioner Stanko and 
seconded by Commissioner Mazur. 
 
 Commissioner Mikec’s changes were accepted. 
 

Motion passes unanimously 
  
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE REPORT: 

 
Request Board motion to advertise Sale of Used Municipal 
Vehicles. 
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Motion to approve made by Commissioner Mikec and 
seconded by Commissioner Mazur. 

 
Motion passes unanimously 

 
Commissioner Mikec commented that the Sewer 

Regionalization Implementation Plan put out by ALCOSAN and the 
county and under federal mandate was discussed in committee.  He 
commented that the township should have a jump on that and should 
gather the information as quickly as possible.   
 
PUBLIC SAFETY/POLICE COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
Request Board execution of the annual Ross Township Sub-
Station (Police Satellite Office) Lease at Ross Park Mall for the 
period 3/15/15 to 3/14/16, total rent $0.01.   
 

Motion to approve made by Commissioner Trilli and 
seconded by Commissioner Mazur. 
 

Motion passes unanimously 
  

PUBLIC SAFETY/FIRE/FIRE POLICE/EMS COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
 Commissioner Sponcer reported “progress.” 
    
MANAGER’S REPORT - None 
  
JUNIOR COUNCILPERSON REPORT - None 
 
COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS: 
 
 Commissioner Shaffer highlighted that having the AA bond 
rating with a positive outlook is really quite an achievement for the 
township compared to a lot of the township’s neighbors.  He indicated 
that saves the residents a lot of money to have that in place.  He 
stated there will be a 20 percent increase in costs from West View 
Water for the fire hydrant service. 
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 Commissioner Trilli stated the Civil Service Commission met 
this week, and it was very positive.  There were a lot of suggestions 
regarding the hiring of police officers, which the Commission took 
very well and into consideration.  There is a vacancy on the Traffic 
Advisory Board, which he would like advertised.   
 
 Motion to approve the lease agreement for a piece of land 
in the Seventh Ward at Connie and Jacks Run for the 
neighborhood sign made by Commissioner Trilli and seconded 
by Commissioner Shaffer.   
 

Motion passes unanimously 
 

 Commissioner Trilli also commented that the Safety Committee 
met and recommended updating the technology on the AEDs in the 
building as well as placing one in the Public Works building.   
 
 Commissioner DeMarco commented that there is an IRS scam 
targeting seniors.  Also, a vest was procured for Neeko, one of the 
Ross Township police dogs.  He also stated the Run for the Rec at 
McKnight Village is scheduled for June 7th.  This Saturday they will be 
doing physical work on the resurfacing of the playground at McKnight 
Village.  Anyone that is interested in helping should arrive at  
9:30 a.m. 
 
 Commissioner Mikec stated the executive Board of the 
Pennsylvania State Association of Township Commissioners met on 
Friday, March 27th, and Saturday, March 28th.   They conducted 
several reviews of some upcoming legislation in the governor's 
proposed budget.  He indicated he would provide a copy to              
Mr. Sample to circulate.  One of the things mentioned on the PSATC 
website is they wanted a link with all the member communities.  
Commissioner Mikec asked permission to link the Ross Township 
website to the state board.  He indicated there was lots of discussion 
on Act 111 and municipal pension plans and the property 
maintenance bills.  He stated he would make sure everyone got a 
copy in the next packet.   
 
 Commissioner Mazur thanked the Rec Department, the 
commissioners and the Fire Police for their efforts at the Easter Egg 
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Hunt.  There were over 500 participants.  She also thanked all the 
volunteers.   
 
 Commissioner Montgomery stated that Andrew Cook just 
achieved the rank of Eagle Scout and that he would like to recognize 
him with a plaque from the township.  Commissioner Montgomery 
appointed a committee to be involved with the Northway Mall project 
consisting of Commissioners Shaffer and Korbel.  He also requested 
Mr. Funk to inspect the park at Swan Acres and see if there are any 
safety concerns.  Finally, he indicated Community Day will be held on 
July 5th in conjunction with the Independence Day celebration.  He 
also challenged all the commissioners to see who could raise the 
most money in the dunk tank.   
 
CITIZENS’ COMMENTS: 
 
 Mr. Rick Marciniak inquired as to the agenda item which was to 
discuss the PRD for the Cardiff Heights plan.  Commissioner 
Montgomery indicated the matter was postponed.  Mr. Marciniak 
asked if the letter from Victor-Wetzel Associates was a public 
document.  Commissioner Montgomery responded in the affirmative.  
Commissioner Shaffer stated the Holly Hill Association should inform 
Mr. Marciniak when the next meeting is scheduled.  Commissioner 
Shaffer stated Mr. Marciniak could also contact him regarding the 
next meeting.  Commissioner Montgomery also stated Mr. Marciniak 
could contact the township before he comes for a meeting.  
Commissioner Montgomery extended his apologies.   
 
 Mr. Joe Zawoysky, 123 5th Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA  15229, 
addressed the Board regarding speed bumps.  Commissioner 
Montgomery stated speed bumps are not authorized in the township.  
Mr. Zawoysky inquired about a section of road that had a speed 
bump that was to be repaved.  Commissioner Shaffer commented 
that the section of road to be repaved did not have a speed bump on 
it.  Mr. Zawoysky also discussed a gas pipe on Grandview Avenue.  
He also inquired about contracting cutting grass.  Commissioner 
Montgomery stated summer interns cut grass.  Mr. Zawoysky also 
inquired as to who had the right-of-way at a stop sign at a T 
intersection and why some T intersections have stop signs and others 
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don’t.  Commissioner Montgomery stated stop signs aren’t there to 
manage traffic but are there to provide safety for the residents. 
 
 Mr. Zawoysky also discussed bus traffic coming from  
St. Sebastian School onto Siebert Road.  He also inquired if the 
bonds have to be approved by Harrisburg.  Mr. Sample stated the 
DCED would look at the debt.  Mr. Garin said a filing would be made 
with the Department of Community and Economic Development.   
  
       Motion to adjourn made by Commissioner DeMarco and 
seconded by Commissioner Mazur. 
 

Motion passes unanimously 
 

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:25 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                               
Douglas Sample    Grant Montgomery, President 
Manager/Secretary    Ross Township Board of 
       Commissioners 
 

Minutes transcribed by Noreen A. Re, Court Reporter 
 


