
 
1000 Ross Municipal Drive 

Pittsburgh, PA  15237 
February 2, 2015 

7:30 p.m. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:   Grant Montgomery, David J. Mikec 
(via telephone), Paul Trilli, Jeremy Shaffer, John Sponcer, Daniel L. 
DeMarco, Stephen Korbel, Grace Stanko and Lana Mazur  
 
ABSENT:  Junior Councilperson Jake Stanton 
 
SOLICITOR:  Bonnie Brimmeier, Esq.  
 
TOWNSHIP MANAGER:  Douglas Sample 
 
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR:  Dominic J. Rickert 
 

Pledge of Allegiance/Invocation 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS - None  
 

PETITIONS AND COMPLAINTS: 
 
Shirley Adams, 7925 Spruce Street – Re:  Zoning Hearing Board 
Vacancy 
 
 Ms. Adams thanked the Board for passing the garbage 
ordinance.  She also addressed the Board regarding changing the 
ordinance regarding above-ground swimming pools.  She also 
commented that when someone is elected to the Zoning Hearing 
Board, they should have actual Zoning Board experience.  She also 
indicated there should be a protocol on what a resident should expect 
when filing for a variance.  She discussed her experience with a 
recent variance she filed for.  Ms. Adams also stated she felt a 
resident should be able to ask for a continuance.  She also 
questioned the appeal process.  She referenced a letter from an 
attorney that she was unable to get.  She stated a full-time residential 
enforcement officer is needed.  She complimented the work of  
Mr. Hankins and applauded the work of the Board.     
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RESOLUTIONS TO BE ADOPTED: 
 

Resolution No. 2164 – 2013 and 2014 Real Estate Refunds – 
Various - $3,134.83  
 
 Motion to adopt made by Commissioner Korbel and 
seconded by Commissioner Stanko. 
 

Motion passes unanimously  
 

Resolution No. 2165 – Concurring resolution authorizing the 
filing of an application for funds with the Redevelopment 
Authority of Allegheny County (RACC) confirming that the BOC 
has formally requested a grant of local matching funds in the 
amount of $250,000.00 for the Nocklyn Drive Sanitary Sewer 
Project. 
 
 Motion to adopt made by Commissioner Stanko and 
seconded by Commissioner Mazur. 
 

Motion passes unanimously 
 
ORDINANCES TO BE INTRODUCED: 
 
Ordinance No. 2349 – Parking restrictions on Harding Road 
 

Public hearing to be held on February 17, 2015 
 
ORDINANCES TO BE ENACTED - None 

 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Approval of Minutes – January 20, 2015 
Payment of Bills and Financial Reports 
 
 Motion to approve made by Commissioner DeMarco and 
seconded by Commissioner Mazur. 
 

Motion passes unanimously 
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PLANNING COMMISSION: 
 
SP-15-1 – Douglas Sample, Ross Township Manager, requesting 
Preliminary and Final Site Plan approval for a Public Works 
Complex on property located at 225 Cemetery Lane in C-1/R-2 
Zoning Districts of the 7th Ward. 
  

MR. RICKERT:  "The Planning Commission, having reviewed 
this application, is of the opinion that it meets the terms as set forth in 
the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance and/or the Zoning 
Ordinance and hereby recommends continued Conditional Use at 
preliminary approval and final approval of the request for the 
proposed Public Works Complex." 

 
Mr. Sample stated this is the same plan the Board voted on at 

the October 20th meeting.  He described the request in detail.  Upon 
inquiry by Commissioner Shaffer, Mr. Sample stated there will be no 
lifts installed in the mechanics’ bays at this time.  Upon inquiry by 
Commissioner Trilli, Mr. Sample stated the fueling station, truck wash 
and the parking for the 20 vehicles will be in the alternates.  The base 
bid will be for the garage, salt and then repair of the wall in the 
current building. 
 
 Motion to approve made by Commissioner DeMarco and 
seconded by Commissioner Mazur. 
 

Motion passes unanimously 
 
SP-12-8 – John Spagnolo, Rum Runners Saloon, requesting 
modification of valet parking being required when second floor 
is occupied from every evening to only Friday and Saturday 
evenings or other special events on property located at  
3385 Babcock Boulevard in a C-2 Zoning District of the 5th Ward. 
 
 Mr. John Spagnolo, 601 Columbia Court, Mars, PA  16046, was 
present.  Mr. Spagnolo indicated they are requesting a revision to the 
development agreement that stated they needed valet parking every 
night of the week to just on the weekends and during special events 
due to the lack of traffic flow that they are getting through the valet 
service. 
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  Upon inquiry by Commissioner Stanko, Lieutenant Ley 
indicated back in August of 2014 they were instructed to review the 
matter.  They did monitor the situation on routine patrol.  The findings 
were that the valet service was run inconsistently.  He indicated the 
problem is that people can still park there when there is not a valet 
and cross the street.  Commissioner Mazur inquired if changing the 
agreement would make the township liable if something would 
happen.  Mr. Spagnolo indicated on busy nights they would have 
valet service.  He stated it was cost prohibitive to have valet service 
on nights that are not busy.   
 
 Commissioner Shaffer suggested improving the lighting and a 
possible crosswalk.  Mr. Spagnolo indicated they were working with 
Duquesne Light to relight the secondary parking lot.  The owner of 
the lot is being sent an agreement to sign for permission to put a pole 
in the middle with four lights to illuminate the parking lot.   
Mr. Spagnolo also stated a crosswalk would be a PennDOT issue.  
He indicated certain neighboring businesses have permitted parking 
in their lots after hours and others have not.   
 
 Commissioner Montgomery discussed a situation where he was 
almost hit by someone pulling out from the parking lot.  Mr. Spagnolo 
stated the ingress and egress are marked.  Ms. Brimmeier 
commented as follows: 
 
 MS. BRIMMEIER:  "Would the Board object to us going back 
and working with the Planning Department to see if there are some 
resolutions we can present to the Board?   

COMMISSIONER MONTGOMERY:  "That's fine.  
MS. BRIMMEIER:  "I'll set up something with Dominic and 

maybe even Dan Hankins, if he would like some input; and we'll see if 
we can't come up with some measures that can satisfy everybody." 

 
Commissioner Shaffer suggested closing the overflow parking 

lot with cones on slower nights.  Commissioner Sponcer suggested 
installing lighting on the opposite side, also.  Mr. Spagnolo stated that 
could be looked into.    
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Motion to postpone the matter until the next meeting made 
by Commissioner Mazur and seconded by Commissioner 
Sponcer. 

 
Motion passes unanimously 

 
PLANNING/ZONING REDEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE REPORT - 
None 

 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 
 
 Ms. Brimmeier had no report, but she requested a brief 
executive session. 
 
RECREATION COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
 Commissioner Mazur requested that Herge Field be placed on 
the agenda for the next meeting. 
 
Request Board approval of Evergreen Park grant design. 
 
 Motion to approve made by Commissioner Mazur and 
seconded by Commissioner DeMarco. 

 
 Commissioner Mikec commented that after reviewing the plans 
he had some questions about the access road and the additional 
parking area.  He was in agreement to reduce it from two lanes to 
one lane.  He also suggested having an area for one car to pull over 
to allow another car to pass.  Commissioner Mikec also 
recommended the one lane be asphalted.  He also stated the 
guiderail at the corner of the pond needs moved closer to the road, 
even if it needs extended.  Commissioner Mazur was opposed to the 
paving.  She felt that a paved road would take away from the 
esthetics of the pond.   
 
 Motion to amend the motion to include the pull-off area and 
extended guiderail made by Commissioner Mazur and seconded 
by Commissioner DeMarco. 
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 Commissioner Mikec further commented that if the road were 
paved, it would be gated for the winter, so it would not need 
maintained.  He also indicated he was fine with stone, but that if it 
became a maintenance issue in the future, it could be paved then.  
 

Motion passes unanimously 
 

 Commissioner DeMarco introduced Nicholas Bartel, 121 Martin 
Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15237, who will be doing his Eagle Scout 
project in Evergreen Park.  His project will entail removing some old 
exercise equipment and doing some basic trail rehabilitation for a 
section of the park.  
  
ADMINISTRATION/LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
Request Board approval for Pay Application Request No. 5 and 
Final from State Pipe Services, Inc., in the amount of $95,887.77 
for repair work completed between October 7, 2014, and 
December 5, 2014, for the Ross Township 2014 Sewer Repair 
Contract B – Lining repairs as required by the Consent Order. 
 
 Motion to approve made by Commissioner Korbel and 
seconded by Commissioner Mazur. 
 

Motion passes unanimously 
 
Request Board approval for the purchase of four police vehicles 
through the SHACOG bid. 
  
 Commissioner Montgomery commented, as previously 
discussed, this is part of their already budgeted materials.  Upon 
inquiry by Commissioner Shaffer, Chief Bellan stated the vehicles are 
being leased and not purchased. 
 
 Motion to approve made by Commissioner Mazur and 
seconded by Commissioner Korbel. 
 

Motion passes unanimously 
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Zoning Hearing Board Appointment 

 
 Motion to nominate Tara Howey made by 
Commissioner Stanko. 
 
 Motion to nominate Jason Pirring made by 
Commissioner Korbel. 
 
 Motion to close nominations made by Commissioner 
Mazur and seconded by Commissioner DeMarco. 
 

Motion passes unanimously 
 

 Commissioner Shaffer thanked both Ms. Howey and  
Mr. Pirring for applying.  He suggested that whoever is not voted 
in be placed as the alternate.   
 
Roll call: 
 
 Commissioner DeMarco – Pirring  
 Commissioner Stanko – Howey  
 Commissioner Mikec – Pirring  
 Commissioner Mazur – Howey  
 Commissioner Korbel – Pirring  
 Commissioner Shaffer – Howey 
 Commissioner Trilli – Howey 
 Commissioner Sponcer – Pirring 
 Commissioner Montgomery - Howey 
 

Tara Howey elected to Zoning Hearing Board – 5 to 4 

 
 Motion to appoint Jason Pirring as the alternate to the 
Zoning Hearing Board made by Commissioner Mazur and 
seconded by Commissioner Stanko. 
 

Motion passes unanimously 
 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE REPORT - None 
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PUBLIC SAFETY/POLICE COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
 Motion to ratify action taken of discipline of an employee 
concerning negligence on the job made by Commissioner Trilli 
and seconded by Commissioner Korbel. 
 

Motion passes unanimously 
 

 Commissioner Trilli commented that the safety committee 
raised about ten issues at its first meeting and acted upon seven or 
eight, which he felt was very good and very beneficial.  There will be 
a fire prevention emergency preparedness seminar on March 15th 
from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Municipal Center.  Emergency 
Coordinator John Reubi and Chief Jeff Giger will be conducting the 
seminar.   
     
PUBLIC SAFETY/FIRE/FIRE POLICE/EMS COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
 Commissioner Sponcer commented there were two structure 
fires in the township this month.   
 
 Commissioner DeMarco commented on the great social media 
communication that some of the fire departments have.  One item 
mentioned was how to keep fire hydrants clear of snow in the winter.  
They suggested clearing a three foot by three foot space on each 
side of the fire hydrant.  The Fire Police meeting will be held on 
Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 Commissioner DeMarco commented that there is currently a 
Senate Bill 4 attempting to put on the ballot for constitutional 
amendment the sole authority of the state legislature to basically 
decide whether an entity is nonprofit; therefore, nonprofit tax exempt 
in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  He indicated what is driving 
this is the question of the nonprofit status of an entity like UPMC and 
other large organizations that claim nonprofit status but have a 
tremendous amount of real estate.  Commissioner Mikec commented 
that was one of the topics discussed at the PSATC conference he is 
attending.     
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 Commissioner DeMarco commented that the legislature wants 
it put on the ballot that the legislature would have the sole authority to 
determine if an entity is tax exempt.  He also stated a lot of the 
nonprofits are able to influence the legislature with money, which is 
bad for municipalities.  He had a resolution from the city that he would 
like the solicitor to review and amend so that Ross can then send just 
a statement to Harrisburg in terms of the township’s feelings on this 
issue.  Commissioner Mikec stated he had some literature that might 
be useful that he would provide.   
 
MANAGER’S REPORT: 
 
 Mr. Sample stated he emailed the link to the new township 
website for the commissioners to review.  He requested comments 
back by Friday.  He indicated he hoped to get this approved at the 
next meeting and to go live with it.  He stated if anyone had problems 
logging in to let him know. 
  
JUNIOR COUNCILPERSON REPORT - None 
 
COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS: 
 
 Commissioner Stanko inquired of Mr. Funk if he would have to 
reorder salt for the winter.  Mr. Funk responded that they have to 
reorder every two or three days at this point.  Mr. Sample stated they 
will not be going over their 10,000 ton limit.  Commissioner Stanko 
also inquired if anything was heard from PennDOT about her 
crossing sign for Perrysville up at St. John’s.  Mr. Funk stated he 
hadn’t heard anything but that he would check into the matter. 
 
 Commissioner Mikec commented that the website was not  
up-to-date with the discount club participating businesses for the 
firemen and emergency services people.  He thanked Mr. Funk and  
Mr. Sample for getting together and coming to resolve any future 
incidents at Public Works and also for the truck checklist for the 
drivers and mechanics.   
 
 Commissioner Mazur wished everyone a Happy Groundhog 
Day.  She also requested the matter of doing away with PRDs be 
placed on the next agenda.   
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 Commissioner Shaffer thanked the Police Department for their 
hard work on finding the assailant from the Exchange shooting and 
for catching the serial car burglar.  He also indicated the RED Group, 
Mr. David Martin, was taking up a collection for the man injured in the 
shooting at the Exchange.  Also noted at the RED meeting was the 
fact the township is sending out letters about the violations on the 
lighted signs, per the ordinance.  There was one request from 
someone that the township reconsider the 15-second limit in terms of 
the rotation of the sign, which they felt was unreasonable.  It was 
suggested that the township should consider allowing a five-second 
limit so that the text could be displayed for five seconds and then 
rotate.  Commissioner Shaffer also reminded everyone that 
President’s Day was Monday, February 16th, so the meeting would be 
moved to Tuesday. 
 
 Commissioner Trilli commended Public Works for their efforts 
during the recent challenging weather.  He also commented that the 
previously requested ratification of disciplinary action did not involve 
the Police Department. 
 
 Commissioner Sponcer also commended Public Works.  He 
also requested Mr. Funk to look at Fourth Avenue again, since the 
paving program is up. 
 
CITIZENS’ COMMENTS: 
 
 Ms. Shirley Adams, 7925 Spruce Street, Pittsburgh, PA  15237, 
inquired of Commissioner DeMarco if citizens could sign something 
regarding the nonprofit issue.  Commissioner DeMarco suggested 
she could get together a petition and send it to Harrisburg.  He 
indicated he could provide to her language for the petition.   
Ms. Adams also commented further on her fencing issue.  She asked 
what she should do, since she missed the deadline to appeal to 
Common Pleas.  Ms. Brimmeier commented as follows: 
 
 MS. BRIMMEIER:  "I would like to answer your question.  I can 
tell you that the Zoning Hearing Board does a very good job, and the 
Court of Common Pleas doesn't just rubber stamp things.  They really 
look at it and hear arguments.  But to answer your question, as part 
of the comment to what you had earlier, they are not permitted to give 



                                                                      Commissioners Meeting – October 6, 2014 

                                      

 11 

you legal advice; and neither am I.  Okay?  I'm sorry.  What I can tell 
you is that there is nothing that this Board can do to give you relief." 
 
 Mr. Frank Kodrich, 109 1st Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA  15229, 
commended the chief for his officers that were at Ross Park Mall over 
the holidays.  He stated they were very nice and very polite.  He also 
commended Mr. Funk for his work.  Mr. Kodrich indicated concern for 
the catch basins.  Regarding the Zoning Hearing Board, of which  
Mr. Kodrich is a member, he stated it was his understanding that 
when a member left that the alternate is moved up into the permanent 
position and a new alternate would be interviewed.  Ms. Brimmeier 
commented as follows: 
 
 MS. BRIMMEIER:   "The Board can certainly make it their 
internal policy to appoint the alternate, if that's what they want to do.  
But they still would have to go through the process of making the 
appointment. 

MR. KODRICH:  "They would have to go out and interview.  
MS. BRIMMEIER:  "They don't have to interview.  That's up to 

the Board.  If the Board wants to have you, they don't have to do that.  
But they do have to officially make an appointment when there is a 
vacancy on your board." 

 
 Commissioner Mazur stated she would like the alternate to get 
the packet so they can at least know what is going on in the township, 
if they have to fill in. 

 
Motion to adjourn made by Commissioner DeMarco and 

seconded by Commissioner Korbel. 
 

Motion passes unanimously 
  
MEETING ADJOURNED TO EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 8:38 P.M. 

NO ACTION TO BE TAKEN  
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Douglas Sample    Grant Montgomery, President 
Manager/Secretary    Ross Township Board of 
       Commissioners 
 

Minutes transcribed by Noreen A. Re, Court Reporter 
 

 

 

 


