
Ross Township Commissioners Meeting 
1000 Ross Municipal Drive 

Pittsburgh, PA  15237 
February 17, 2015 

7:30 p.m. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:   Grant Montgomery, David J. Mikec, 
Paul Trilli, Jeremy Shaffer, John Sponcer, Daniel L. DeMarco, 
Stephen Korbel, Grace Stanko, Lana Mazur and Junior 
Councilperson Jake Stanton  
 
SOLICITOR:  Bonnie Brimmeier, Esq. 
 
TOWNSHIP MANAGER:  Douglas Sample  
 
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR:  Dominic Rickert 
 

Pledge of Allegiance/Invocation 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS: 
 

Mr. Joe Zawoysky, 123 5th Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA  15229, 
addressed the Board regarding changes to the township’s website 
and the selection of the roads for paving.   He also commented on the 
cost of a program and workshop and that the money could be used 
instead for road paving.   
 

PRESENTATION OF PLAQUE: 
 
Walter Salachup, former Public Works employee 
 
 Commissioner Mikec presented a plaque to Mr. Walter 
Salachup for his 14 years of service to the Public Works Department.  
Mr. Salachup expressed his thanks for the plaque.   
 
PETITIONS AND COMPLAINTS - None 
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RESOLUTIONS TO BE ADOPTED: 
 

Resolution No. 2166 – Amending Resolution No. 2159 –  
2015 Fee Schedule for the Township – by increasing the 
update calculation for the Lowries Run Connection Tapping 
Fee from $604.00 to $637.83 – under Sewers & Sewage 
Disposal 
 
 Motion to adopt made by Commissioner Korbel and 
seconded by Commissioner Mazur. 

 
Motion passes unanimously 

 
Resolution No. 2167 – Resolution opposing Senate Bill 4, House 
Bill 173, which seeks to amend the Pennsylvania Constitution 
 
 Commissioner DeMarco stated “essentially this is a resolution 
stating the township's opposition to what the legislature is attempting 
to do, which is to amend the Constitution so that they can have the 
sole authority to determine what property is tax exempt in the 
Commonwealth.” 
 
 Motion to adopt made by Commissioner DeMarco and 
seconded by Commissioner Korbel. 
 

Motion passes unanimously 
 
ORDINANCES TO BE INTRODUCED: 
 
Ordinance No. 2350 – Amending the Police Pension Plan 
 
 Mr. Sample stated this ordinance is just classifying when the 
contribution is taken.  The contribution will be changed from a post-
tax contribution to a pre-tax contribution.  It has no impact on the fund 
level of the plan. 
 

Public hearing to be held on March 2, 2015 
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ORDINANCES TO BE ENACTED: 
 
Ordinance No. 2349 – Authorizing the enactment of parking 
regulations on Harding Road 
 
 Motion to enact made by Commissioner Stanko and 
seconded by Commissioner Mazur. 
 

Motion passes unanimously 
 

 Commissioner DeMarco requested some follow-up from either 
the manager or Ms. Lane on the status of the Traffic Advisory Board’s 
inquiry regarding parking on Stevens Drive. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Approval of Minutes – None 
Payment of Bills and Financial Reports 
 
 Motion to approve made by Commissioner Trilli and 
seconded by Commissioner Mikec. 
 

Motion passes unanimously 
  

PLANNING COMMISSION: 
 
S-14-6 – Limerick Land Partners, LP, requesting final Site Plan 
approval for Phases 3 and 4 of the previously approved 
residential tentative PRD Master Plan located at 450 Highland 
Avenue in an R-1 Zoning District of the 4th Ward. 
 
 Jonathan Kamin, Esq., was present for the applicant as well as 
the engineer, Caleb Tabon from PVE Sheffler, and Daniel Caste 
representing the developer.  Mr. Kamin indicated the Master Plan has 
been approved, and this is just moving ahead to the next phases so 
when the weather breaks they can finish up a lot of the planned 
construction and infrastructure. 
 
 Regarding the HOP permit, Mr. Kamin indicated a consent 
order was entered resolving the matter.  No occupancy permits will 
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be issued until the HOP is received.  Upon inquiry by Commissioner 
Shaffer if it was too late to require sidewalks, Ms. Brimmeier 
responded that it was too late.  Mr. Caste stated within the 
development there will be sidewalks on one side of the street circling 
the loop of the plan, but there are no plans to put anything along 
Gass Road or Highland Avenue. 
 
 Mr. Rickert read the reading as follows: 
 
 MR. RICKERT:  "’The Planning Commission, having reviewed 
the application, is of the opinion that it meets the terms as set form in 
the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance as well as the 
Zoning Ordinance and hereby recommends final Site Plan approval 
upon demonstrating compliance with any conditions that may be 
outstanding.’  They've already been in contact with Gateway, so 
they're already working on those items." 
 
 Ms. Brimmeier commented as follows: 
 
 MS. BRIMMEIER:  "I just want to make sure that whatever 
motion -- if there is a motion for approval that it is with approval with 
any of the outstanding conditions being satisfied.  

MR. RICKERT:  "We'll draft a letter within 15 days to let them 
know specifically what outstanding conditions that are out there, but I 
think they've taken care of them already. 

MR. KAMIN:  "We don't have any issues." 
 
 Motion to approve with the condition that all outstanding 
conditions are met made by Commissioner DeMarco and 
seconded by Commissioner Mazur. 
 

Motion passes – 8 to 1 
Commissioner Shaffer voting in the negative 

 
PLANNING/ZONING REDEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE REPORT - 
None 
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SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 
 
 Ms. Brimmeier had no report, but she requested an executive 
session. 
 
RECREATION COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
 Mr. Sample commented that everyone received a rendering of 
Herge Park in the packets for their review.  Also included in the 
packets were the 2015 summer camp programs.   
 
 Commissioner Shaffer stated there will be a public meeting 
regarding Evergreen Park on Sunday, March 1st, in the Community 
Room.   
 
 Commissioner Mazur stated volunteers are needed for the 
Easter Egg Hunt.  Volunteers can sign up online, by mail or at the 
Recreation Department.   
 
 Commissioner DeMarco inquired whether Scout Nicholas Bartel 
was informed of the meeting regarding Evergreen Park.  Ms. Peet 
responded in the affirmative.  She also indicated they were trying to 
get the DCNR forester on the same day so that Nicholas could meet 
with him.     
  
ADMINISTRATION/LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
Request Board approval of the Site Plan for Herge Park 
 
 Motion to approve made by Commissioner Stanko and 
seconded by Commissioner Mazur. 
 

Motion passes unanimously  
 

Request Board approval of the new Township Website 
 
 Motion to approve made by Commissioner Stanko and 
seconded by Commissioner DeMarco. 
 

Motion passes unanimously  
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Request Board approval of the Road Paving Program 
 
 Motion to approve made by Commissioner Stanko and 
seconded by Commissioner Mazur. 
 

Motion passes unanimously 
 

Request Board approval of the Consent Order Extension 
Letters for Ross Township and Lowries Run 
 
 Motion to approve made by Commissioner Stanko and 
seconded by Commissioner Mazur. 
 

Motion passes unanimously 
 
Request Board motion to terminate the Manning & Napier 
large cap core equity account (approximately $14 million) 
 

Motion to table made by Commissioner Mazur and 
seconded by Commissioner DeMarco. 
 

Motion passes unanimously 
 
Request Board approval of the 2015 CCTV Contract 
 
 Motion to approve made by Commissioner Stanko and 
seconded by Commissioner Mazur. 
 

Motion passes unanimously 
 
 Commissioner Shaffer commented that the matter was 
authorizing an RFP to go out for bid and not approving a 
contract.  Mr. Sample was in agreement. 
 

Motion to authorize the township manager to work with 
PNC Bank on refinancing the township's current bonds and 
also moving forward with evaluating new bonds for the 
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Public Works building made by Commissioner Shaffer and 
seconded by Commissioner Mazur. 

 
Motion passes unanimously 

  
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
 Commissioner Mikec stated activities over the last two weeks 
have included salting and plowing as well as sanitary sewer repair 
and freeze/thaw incidents that have occurred on the roads.  
Machinery is brought in to break up the ice, and then the road is 
salted.  He stated if anyone has any of these situations in their ward 
to contact Public Works.  Both Commissioner Montgomery and 
Commissioner Shaffer commented that roads in their areas are 
maintained better than the county roads.  Commissioner Montgomery 
also commented that he felt the Ross roads were better maintained 
than other township roads.     
 
PUBLIC SAFETY/POLICE COMMITTEE REPORT - None  
     
PUBLIC SAFETY/FIRE/FIRE POLICE/EMS COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
 Commissioner Sponcer reported “progress.”  Commissioner 
DeMarco stated he attended the last meeting of the Fire Police.  He 
relayed the message that they thanked the Board for all they do for 
the Fire Police. 
    
MANAGER’S REPORT: 
 
 Mr. Sample stated bids will be opened at the Public Works 
building for bids on the new building on March 12, 2015, at  
10:00 a.m. 
  
JUNIOR COUNCILPERSON REPORT: 
 
 Jake gave an overview of what has been happening at the 
North Hills School District.  For more information on district activities 
the website is www.nhsd.net. 
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COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS: 
 
 Commissioner Stanko thanked Mr. Salachup for his years of 
service.   
 
 Commissioner Mazur thanked the Public Works Department for 
all their efforts.  She also thanked the Board for approving the Herge 
Park Site Plan.   
 
 Commissioner Korbel wished Mr. Salachup all the best in his 
retirement.  He also requested the tax amnesty program be placed on 
the March 2nd committee agenda.  Commissioner Korbel also stated a 
proposal was received from the school district. 
 
 Commissioner Shaffer also thanked Mr. Salachup for his years 
of service.  He also commended Public Works for the work they do.  
The first pedestrian/bike committee will be February 25th at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Board room.  He also noted there were some articles in the 
newspapers highlighting McKnight Road improvements, which total 
approximately $1.5 million.  There will be a variable message sign 
and intersection improvements and cameras installed. 
 
 Commissioner Trilli thanked the Board for approval to put up a 
neighborhood sign at Ivory Towers.  He also stated the payment for 
the sign came from his paycheck.  There will be an employee safety 
committee meeting tomorrow at 9:00 a.m.  Commissioner Trilli 
indicated he would like to form a committee to explore different 
options for the Seville property such as possibly a senior citizen 
center or possibly something for children.  Commissioner Mikec 
volunteered to serve on the committee.  Commissioner Montgomery 
stated Commissioner Trilli and Commissioner Mikec could move 
forward and report back to the Board on March 2nd. 
 
 Commissioner Sponcer also thanked Mr. Salachup for his years 
of service.   
 
 Commissioner DeMarco reiterated the comments made by 
Commissioner Shaffer regarding the road improvements.  He also 
thanked Mr. Salachup for his years of service.   
 



                                                                 Commissioners Meeting – February 17, 2015 

                                      

 9 

 Commissioner Montgomergy expressed best wishes to  
Mr. Salachup. 
 
CITIZENS’ COMMENTS: 
 
 Mr. Joe Zawoysky, 123 5th Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA  15229, 
addressed the Board regarding personal information he requested of 
the commissioners and a letter he sent to different politicians 
regarding different topics. 
       
MEETING ADJOURNED TO EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 8:07 P.M. 

NO ACTION TO BE TAKEN  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         By:                                                  
Douglas Sample    Grant Montgomery, President 
Manager/Secretary    Ross Township Board of 
       Commissioners 
 

Minutes transcribed by Noreen A. Re, Court Reporter 
 


