
Ross Township Commissioners Meeting 
1000 Ross Municipal Drive 

Pittsburgh, PA  15237 
July 21, 2014 

7:30 p.m. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:   Grant Montgomery, David J. Mikec, Paul 
Trilli, Jeremy Shaffer, Daniel L. DeMarco, John Sponcer, Stephen Korbel, 
Grace Stanko and Lana Mazur  
 
ABSENT:  Junior Commissioner Jake Stanton 
 
SOLICITOR:  Bonnie Brimmeier, Esq.  
 
TOWNSHIP MANAGER:  Douglas Sample  
 

Pledge of Allegiance/Invocation  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS - None 
  
PETITIONS AND COMPLAINTS – None 
 
RESOLUTIONS TO BE ADOPTED: 
 
Resolution No. 2141 – Vacant Property acquisition and disposition 
known as L/B No. 516-A-16 (Hemlock Street in  
Ward 4) in accord with Comprehensive Plan of the Municipality. 
 
 Motion to bring the resolution off the table made by 
Commissioner DeMarco and seconded by Commissioner Mazur. 
 
Roll call: 
 
 Commissioner Korbel – No 
 Commissioner Shaffer – No 
 Commissioner Trilli – No 
 Commissioner Sponcer – No 
 Commissioner DeMarco – Yes 
 Commissioner Stanko – No 
 Commissioner Mikec – No 



 Commissioner Mazur – Yes 
 Commissioner Montgomery - No 
  

Motion fails – 7 to 2 
Commissioners DeMarco and Mazur voting in the positive 

 
Resolution remains tabled 

 
Resolution No. 2142 – Vacant Property acquisition and disposition 
known as L/B No. 516-B-187 (Spruce Street in  
Ward 4) in accord with Comprehensive Plan of the Municipality. 

 
 Motion to bring the resolution off the table made by 
Commissioner DeMarco and seconded by Commissioner Mikec. 
 
Roll call: 
 
 Commissioner Korbel – No 
 Commissioner Shaffer – No 
 Commissioner Trilli – No 
 Commissioner Sponcer – No 
 Commissioner DeMarco – Yes 
 Commissioner Stanko – No 
 Commissioner Mikec – No 
 Commissioner Mazur – No 
 Commissioner Montgomery - No 
  

Motion fails – 8 to 1 
Commissioner DeMarco voting in the positive 

 
Resolution remains tabled 

 
 Commissioner Montgomery requested the matter be placed into 
committee for discussion. 
 
Resolution No. 2144 – Addendum No. 2 to Resolution No. 2113 (Salary 
Resolution for 2014) 
 
 Motion to adopt made by Commissioner Mazur and seconded by 
Commissioner DeMarco. 



 Upon inquiry by Commissioner Mikec if this was just for one salary, 
Commissioner Montgomery responded in the affirmative. 
 
Roll call: 
 
 Commissioner Korbel – No 
 Commissioner Shaffer – Yes 
 Commissioner Trilli – Yes 
 Commissioner Sponcer – Yes 
 Commissioner DeMarco – Yes 
 Commissioner Stanko – Yes 
 Commissioner Mikec – Yes 
 Commissioner Mazur – Yes 
 Commissioner Montgomery - Yes 
 

Motion passes – 8 to 1 
Commissioner Korbel voting in the negative 

 
ORDINANCES TO BE REINTRODUCED: 
 
Ordinance No. 2343 – Amending the Ross Township Code of 
Ordinances at Chapter 14, Solid Waste, Part 1, Collection, Section 
104, Hours for Collection. 
 
 Ms. Brimmeier commented as follows: 
 
 MS. BRIMMEIER:  “This was, to refresh everyone’s memory, the 
ordinance regarding the removal of the trash cans.  So we made the 
changes that you wanted in terms of making it more clear that if there was 
an enclosure at street level, that that would be okay, also including any 
refuse and any recycling, whether or not it’s in a can, which was a concern.  
So I guess you guys just have to decide whether you want to do this or 
not.” 
 
 Commissioner Montgomery stated the matter will be placed on the 
next committee meeting agenda for discussion. 
 
 Commissioner DeMarco inquired if there is a set schedule for leaf 
bag pickup.  Mr. Funk stated there was a set schedule and that the 
residents are aware of the schedule.  Commissioner DeMarco inquired as 



to whether there could be a separate ordinance regarding bags of leaves 
being put out for pickup.  The matter will be addressed at a later time.  
Discussion ensued regarding the location of the recycle bins and garbage 
cans.  Enforcement was also discussed.  It was decided that the matter will 
be discussed in committee in two weeks.     
  
ORDINANCES TO BE ENACTED: 
 
Ordinance No. 2342 – Amending the Ross Township Code of 
Ordinances at Chapter 1, Administration and Government, adding a 
new Part 10, Boards, to create a Traffic Advisory Board. 
 
 Motion to enact made by Commissioner DeMarco and seconded 
by Commissioner Mazur. 
 
 Commissioner Mikec commented that if this was just for warning 
signs and the engineer would be consulted on any other issues that he was 
fine with it.   
 
Roll call: 
 
 Commissioner Korbel – Yes 
 Commissioner Shaffer – Yes 
 Commissioner Trilli – Yes 
 Commissioner Sponcer – Yes 
 Commissioner DeMarco – Yes 
 Commissioner Stanko – Yes 
 Commissioner Mikec – No 
 Commissioner Mazur – Yes 
 Commissioner Montgomery - Yes 
 

Motion passes – 8 to 1 
Commissioner Mikec voting in the negative  

 
 Commissioner Trilli requested the matter be advertised to get 
candidates within three weeks.  Commissioner Montgomery was in 
agreement. 
  



CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Approval of Minutes – June 16, 2014 
Payment of Bills and Financial Reports 
 
         Motion to approve the minutes of June 16, 2014, and the 
Payment of Bills and Financial Reports made by Commissioner Mazur 
and seconded by Commissioner Stanko. 
 
 
Roll call: 
 
 Commissioner Korbel – No 
 Commissioner Shaffer – Yes 
 Commissioner Trilli – Yes 
 Commissioner Sponcer – Yes 
 Commissioner DeMarco – Yes 
 Commissioner Stanko – Yes 
 Commissioner Mikec – Yes 
 Commissioner Mazur – Yes 
 Commissioner Montgomery - Yes 
 

Motion passes – 8 to 1 
Commissioner Korbel voting in the negative 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION - None 

 
PLANNING/ZONING DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
Request Board motion to hire Mr. Dominic Rickert as the new 
Planning and Zoning Administrator at an annual salary of $52,500.00, 
plus health care benefits. 
 
 Upon inquiry by Commissioner Korbel, Mr. Sample indicated Mr. 
Rickert has gone through the appropriate background check, et cetera. 
 
 Motion made by Commissioner Korbel and seconded by 
Commissioner Mazur. 

Motion passes unanimously 
 



SOLICITOR’S REPORT - None 
 
RECREATION COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
 Commissioner Mazur thanked everyone involved in making the 
Fishing Tournament a success.  Bobbers were provided by the Ross 
Township Police Department.  Everyone also received fishing rods.  
 
 Commissioner Trilli recognized Commissioner Mazur for all her 
efforts regarding the Fishing Tournament.  He indicated he was proud to 
help her.   
 
 Commissioner Mazur also indicated Community Day is coming up 
and that a lot of volunteers will be needed.  She requested if anyone is 
interested in volunteering to contact the Recreation Department.   
  
ADMINISTRATION/LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
Request Board motion to advertise for auditing services. 

 
Motion to approve made by Commissioner Stanko and seconded 

by Commissioner Korbel. 
 

Motion passes unanimously 
 
Request Board motion to terminate CS McKee’s small cap equity 
account with 30 days’ notice in accordance with CS McKee’s 
investment agreement. 
 

Motion to approve made by Commissioner Stanko and seconded 
by Commissioner Korbel. 
 
 Commissioner Mikec commented that CS McKee had a dismal 2013, 
but they were sustaining a growth.  He indicated he would vote to keep 
them on during this growth period and then switch. 
 
 
Roll call: 
 
 Commissioner Korbel – Yes 



 Commissioner Shaffer – Yes 
 Commissioner Trilli – Yes 
 Commissioner Sponcer – Yes 
 Commissioner DeMarco – Yes 
 Commissioner Stanko – Yes 
 Commissioner Mikec – No 
 Commissioner Mazur – Yes 
 Commissioner Montgomery - Yes 
 

Motion passes – 8 to 1 
Commissioner Mikec voting in the negative 

 
Request Board motion, based upon the results of the Township’s 
recent small cap equity RFP process, to have the Board of 
Commissioners elect to engage the Dimensional Fund Advisors Small 
Cap Core Equity Fund as the Plan’s small cap manager. 
 

Motion to approve made by Commissioner Stanko and seconded 
by Commissioner Korbel. 
 

Motion passes unanimously 
 
Request Board motion to approve the asset allocation rebalancing as 
recommended by Morrison Fiduciary Advisors. 
 

Motion to approve made by Commissioner Stanko and seconded 
by Commissioner Korbel. 
 

Motion passes unanimously 
 
Request Board motion to approve the Plan’s updated investment 
policy statement as recommended by Morrison Fiduciary Advisors.  
 

Motion to approve made by Commissioner Stanko and seconded 
by Commissioner Mazur. 

Motion passes unanimously 
 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 



 Commissioner Mikec stated he was in attendance at the Fishing 
Tournament and has also been at the park throughout the summer.  He 
stated the fountain is working fabulously.  He stated the algae growth on 
the top of the pond is almost nonexistent.  Commissioner Mikec also 
commented on the use of the Geese Police.  Although the nesting pairs 
were cut down from two to one, there are still five geese present.  He 
suggested next year having either Public Works or the Police Department 
walk through the park and scare the geese off rather than paying a service.    
  
PUBLIC SAFETY/POLICE COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 

Commissioner Trilli stated there is going to be a North Hills DUI Task 
Force on August 8th.  He also indicated at the next meeting he would have 
a travel request for Lieutenant Joseph Ley to attend the Simon National 
Law Enforcement Security Summit at an estimated cost of $200 and a 
request for Patrolman Robert Zegar and Patrolman Mark Sullivan to attend 
the annual SunGard conference in North Carolina with an estimated cost of 
$1,400.  
 
PUBLIC SAFETY/FIRE/FIRE POLICE/EMS COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
 Commissioner Sponcer reported progress.  He stated the chiefs do 
not meet in July and August.      
 
PLANNING/ZONING COMMITTEE REPORT - None 
     
MANAGER’S REPORT - None 
 
JUNIOR COUNCILPERSON REPORT - None 
 
COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS: 
 
 Commissioner Mikec stated in the packet was an invitation to the 
educational seminar that will be held this fall from September 25th to the 
28th.  He indicated it was a tentative schedule and if anyone had something 
they would like to see addressed to let him know.  He also indicated there 
are a couple new members of the discount club that he needs to provide to 
Commissioner Sponcer and which need included in the next In Ross 
magazine.  Commissioner Mikec also relayed a story of a small girl with a 
Snoopy fishing rod who caught a 25-inch carp.  She hugged the fish for a 



picture, and the fish gave a big kick and was kicked from her hands.  The 
little girl was not fazed and picked the fish up again.  He also stated he had 
the privilege of helping four small children with the fish they caught, who 
each gave their fish a kiss before they were released back. 
 
 Commissioner Mazur offered a Ross Township bobber to anyone in 
the audience. 
 
CITIZENS’ COMMENTS: 
 
 Mr. Patrick Mullin, 315 Jacks Run Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15202, 
addressed the Board regarding bids for the towing in Ross Township.  He 
indicated he inquired three or four months ago and has not received any 
information.  Commissioner Montgomery stated he could get Mr. Mullin the 
information when it goes out to bid.   
Ms. Brimmeier stated she doesn’t believe it goes out for bid.  Chief Bellan 
indicated a review was started of the towing ordinance and that the towing 
is an appointed position.     
  

Motion to adjourn made by Commissioner Mazur and seconded 
by Commissioner DeMarco. 
 

Motion passes unanimously 
 

MEETING ADJOURNED TO EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 8:03 P.M.  
NO ACTION TO BE TAKEN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                               
Douglas Sample    Grant Montgomery, President 
Manager/Secretary    Ross Township Board of 
       Commissioners 
 
Minutes prepared by Deborah Ann Betzler, Court 
Reporter 
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