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Ross Township Commissioners Meeting

1000 Ross Municipal Drive

Pittsburgh, PA  15237

June 1, 2015
7:30 p.m.

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  Grant  Montgomery, David J. Mikec, Paul Trilli, Jeremy Shaffer, John Sponcer, Stephen Korbel, Grace Stanko and Lana Mazur
ABSENT:  Daniel L.  DeMarco
SOLICITOR:  Bonnie Brimmeier, Esq. 

TOWNSHIP MANAGER:  Douglas Sample
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Pledge of Allegiance/Invocation 
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PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS:

Pamela Heck, 100 Fairley Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15237, requested an update on what is happening with the signs on Fairley Road and the judgment that was handed down.  She also wanted to bring to the Board’s attention that the road is caving in where work had been done with the sewer pipes.  Commissioner Montgomery clarified that this is the time to speak on something that’s on the agenda, but he stated that Public Works will look at the road if it’s work the Township did or it will be addressed with West View Water.  He also stated that the solicitor can address the other issue.  Ms. Brimmeier responded as follows:


MS. BRIMMEIER:  “I'm sorry.  I can't get into specific details, but it is being addressed.”


PETITIONS AND COMPLAINTS -- None

RESOLUTIONS TO BE ADOPTED:

Resolution No. 2177 – Temporary Banner placement over McKnight Road south of McIntyre Road for the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, which message reads:  Taste of Greek Festival – September 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 2015.  
Motion to adopt made by Commissioner Korbel and  

seconded by Commissioner Mazur.


Commissioner Mikec questioned if the Township still does banners over McKnight Road.  Commissioner Shaffer stated he was also confused about this one because St. Sebastian’s was told no.    Mr. Sample stated they would be required to get their own person to get the banner strung up and that Siebert and McKnight is much more congested and that this is an easier intersection to maintain.  


Commissioner Mikec stated that the language is that the Municipality assumes full responsibility for erecting, maintaining or removing the temporary banner.  Mr. Sample stated that the Township does not have the bucket truck to erect these banners and the individuals have been notified they will have to get them erected. He also stated the language comes from the state.  Commissioner Mikec questioned Ms. Brimmeier whether the motion can be amended to note that.  Discussion ensued as follows:

MS. BRIMMEIER:  “That's the language the state requires, so I wouldn't change it.
COMMISSIONER MIKEC:  “So we're assuming full responsibility, but we're not doing it?

MR. SAMPLE:  “That's correct.”  

Motion passes 8 to 0
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ZONING ORDINANCES TO BE INTRODUCED -- None
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ORDINANCES TO BE INTRODUCED -- None


ORDINANCES TO BE ENACTED -- None



CONSENT AGENDA:

Approval of Minutes – May 4, 2015
         Motion to approve the minutes of May 4, 2015, made by Commissioner Mikec and seconded by Commissioner Korbel.


Commissioner Montgomery stated he has two changes to the minutes.  He stated it was he, not Commissioner Mikec, who reiterated a challenge to Commissioner Korbel for the 5-K event in August.  Commissioner Montgomery also stated it was he who thanked Commissioner Mazur for all her efforts on the Recreation Committee.

Commissioner Mikec indicated it was so duly noted on the motion, and Commissioner Korbel agreed.

Motion passes 8 to 0


Payment of Bills and Financial Reports

         Motion to approve the Payment of Bills and Financial Reports made by Commissioner Trilli and seconded by Commissioner Mikec.


Commissioner Mazur stated she is abstaining due to a check to Mazur’s.


Commissioner Stanko stated she is abstaining due to a check to North Hills Printing.

Motion passes 6 to 0 with 2 abstentions
Commissioners Mazur and Stanko abstaining


PLANNING COMMISSION -- None

PLANNING/ZONING DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE REPORT:

Commissioner Korbel stated that the Transportation Improvement District meeting will be held next Monday at 6:30 in the meeting room.  He stated that the property owners in the McKnight Road corridor have been invited to discuss and review a presentation by Delta Development.  

Commissioner Korbel also stated that he, Commissioner Mazur and Commissioner Trilli met prior to the meeting to discuss a recommendation from Mr. Rickert to streamline the lot consolidation process where a property owner that owns adjacent parcels would not have to go through the formal application process with surveying and engineering costs, saving the resident somewhere between $1,000 and $2,000.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT -- None

RECREATION COMMITTEE REPORT:


Commissioner Mazur stated that the summer Rec program is closed now and that 145 children signed up this year.  Commissioner Korbel stated that his girls participate in the program and love it.  


ADMINISTRATION/LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT:
Request Board permission for Sergeant Joseph LaMonica to attend the 5th Annual Mid-Atlantic Intelligence and Law Enforcement Seminar; Violent Crimes and Terrorism Trends; Annapolis, MD, June 21 to 26, 2015.  Estimated Cost:  NTE $250.00.


Commissioner Mikec congratulated Sergeant LaMonica for being selected out of the whole state to attend this conference.


 Motion to approve made by Commissioner Stanko and  

seconded by Commissioner Korbel.

Motion passes 8 to 0

Commissioner Trilli asked for Board permission to form a committee to organize meetings on public interest for improvements at Denny Park.  Commissioner Mikec volunteered to be on the committee since Denny Park is frequently used by residents of the Sixth Ward.  Commissioner Montgomery stated the Board looks forward to hearing about it in two weeks.
Commissioner Trilli also suggested that since the Township has done such a great job with their Web site, that a Facebook or Twitter account may help to communicate with the younger residents.    Commissioner Korbel stated that he has been recommending  that since he became a commissioner .  Commissioner Montgomery asked if Commissioner Trilli would be willing to drive that, and Commissioner Trilli stated he would and that he would work with    Mr. Sample.  Commissioner Shaffer stated the Pedestrian and Bicycle Committee has both a Twitter account and a Facebook page.

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE REPORT: 

Commissioner Mikec stated that the paving program is starting, that Sangree and Jefferson will be paved next week, and then the program is going to take a small hiatus for West View Water to replace some lines in some of the other scheduled projects.  Commissioner Mikec also stated that the salt dome was demolished in preparation of site work.  County District 1 in North Park agreed to accept the Township’s salt into their dome as temporary storage, and Commissioner Mikec thanked them for that.  He also stated that tree clearing will come next on the complex site and that only small trees are going to be removed.  Surveys have commenced.


PUBLIC SAFETY/POLICE COMMITTEE REPORT -- None

PUBLIC SAFETY/FIRE/FIRE POLICE/EMS COMMITTEE REPORT:

Commissioner Sponcer reported progress.

MANAGER’S REPORT:

Mr. Sample asked the commissioners to check their e-mails.  He forwarded information from Northland Library on their strategic plan, and they will be coming to present to the Board at the meeting on the 15th.


COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS:


Commissioner Mazur reminded everybody this coming weekend is the Run for the Rec and she’ll be there to watch Commissioner DeMarco run.  


Commissioner Korbel thanked everybody in the Second Ward for their patience with the milling and paving of Sangree Road.  He also mentioned that one of the areas in his ward that is going to be addressed by West View Water is the Byron Road area.  Commissioner Korbel also volunteered to assist Commissioner Trilli and Mr. Sample with the social media endeavors.

Commissioner Shaffer thanked the Zoning Hearing Board and Planning Commission for all their work.  He stated the Zoning Hearing Board held an on-site meeting where they invited residents to Northway Mall to facilitate discussion between the residents and the developer.  Commissioner Shaffer also stated he will be running in the Run for the Rec and reiterated Ron Faller’s challenge that if the Board gets six commissioners to participate, he will get T-shirts made.  Lastly, Commissioner Shaffer stated he met with the County Public Works Department about the condition of Evergreen Road.  The County said there’s no money to repave Evergreen Road this year.  They have applied some patches, and they’re going  to evaluate it for next year’s program.  They also agreed to cut down a tree that’s blocking some of the sight for people turning out of Evergreen Road onto Babcock Boulevard kind of across from Hal’s Bar & Grill.

Commissioner Trilli thanked C. B. and Eloise on their earlier presentation on improvements to the smaller parks.  Commissioner Trilli also stated June 22 will be the second Movie in a Park at Denny Park, which is going to be Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory.  

Commissioner Sponcer stated that the entire length of Jefferson Drive has been milled, and he understands someone lost a muffler this afternoon.


Commissioner Montgomery stated that Sangree Road is also very effectively milled, as he had driven down it. 

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS:

Ms. Karla Maruca, 525 Woodland Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15237, stated that what is on the projector screen is nice but the audience can’t read it.  She stated the Committee ones were bigger and could be read.  Mr. Sample stated that they’re going to run them through the computer.


Mr. Frank Kodrich, 109 First Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA  15229, stated the Township recently bought a paver and it’s being used.  He complimented Mr. Funk on the great job he’s doing.  Mr. Kodrich also thanked Commissioner Shaffer for commenting on the Zoning Hearing Board.


Mr. Tom White, 110 Fairley Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15237, asked for an update on clearing out the house in the middle of the street with all the signs and everything.  Discussion ensued as follows:

MS. BRIMMEIER:   “I just addressed that with Miss Heck.  
MR. WHITE:  “You didn't give her an answer, really.
MS. BRIMMEIER:  “Well, I can't.  That's as much as I can say.  But it is being –

MR. WHITE:  “I mean, I've been looking at yinz for eight, nine years on this.  
MS. BRIMMEIER:  “I know. 
MR. WHITE:  “And you still can't give me an answer.  
MS. BRIMMEIER:  “Well, it is being addressed.  I'm sorry I can't say more.”

Mr. Bradd Celidonia, 412 Hemlock Court, Pittsburgh, PA  15237, addressed the Board on behalf of the Walk/Bike Ross Committee and extended any help or services they can offer to make Ross more walkable and bikeable.  


Mr. Ron Faller, 204 Houston Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15237, stated if any of the commissioners are going to sign up for the race, to go to active.com.  There is a place to sign up for running, walking and volunteering, and you need to put down your T-shirt size.
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Motion to adjourn made by Commissioner Mazur and seconded by Commissioner Korbel.
Motion passes 8 to 0


MEETING ADJOURNED AT 7:54 P.M.
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Manager/Secretary



President, 
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         Ross Township Board of








Commissioners

Minutes prepared by Deborah Betzler, Court Reporter
PAGE  
2

